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(cf. p. 172) who in the sequel was to rob the Persian king of the
fruits of his victory.
Whether Valerian lived long enough to see this we do not
know; the Emperor died in captivity, probably at Gundeshapur.
The statements of Christian sources with their story of a cruel and
humiliating treatment of the captive Emperor inflicted by God as
punishment for his persecution of the Christians must be accepted
with great reserve. It is more certain that Shapur settled the
Roman prisoners of war in the district of Gundeshapur and
Shoshtar and through their labour built the dam in the neigh-
bourhood of Shoshtar (p. 118) which still bears the name of the
Emperor's Dam (Band-e-Kaisar) and thus preserves the memory
of an achievement which signified a unique victory of the East
over the West. The youthful vigour of the Sassanid Empire had
become a real danger for the East of the Empire: to repel that
danger greater forces were necessary and that at the very time
when from Rhine to Danube and to the shores of the Black Sea
the newly increased strength of the Germanic peoples was surging
against the northern frontiers, while soon within the Empire itself
there was to begin a period of revolutions which hopelessly
divided the imperial forces and wore them down in murderous
battles. But even when these domestic difficulties were overcome
the powerful pressure which was the consequence of a defensive
on two fronts was bound to strain the resources of the State and
thus considerably to increase the burdens laid upon the subject
population. That defensive on two fronts, which since the rise of
the New Persian kingdom had become a vexatious necessity, thus
exercised also upon the internal development of the Roman
Empire a manifest and permanent influence.